SANITARY,  DRAINAGE,  AND  WATER  WORKS 


COMMITTEE. 


27 th  January , 1899. — At  a meeting  of  the  Committee — Present,  The  Mayor,  The  Ex- 
Mayor,  Alderman  Smith,  Councillors  Lake,  Holt,  Ballard,  Gray,  Evans. 

1.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  are  signed. 

2.  The  following  letter  is  read : — 


South  Gate,  Chichester, 


did  not  use  it,  as  imHhe  case  of  those  tradesmen  who  elect  to  live  away  from  their 
business  premises,  but  Kune  are  simply  offices,  without  any  domestic  arrangements 
whatever,  and  no  one  couPL live  on  the  premises  evenin'  I so  desired.  I was  charged 
by  the  late  Chichester  WatenCo.  for  the  same  supply  the  sum  of  6s.  7d.  per  quarter, 
as  against  the  present  charge  of  isDs.  9d.  / 


3.  Resolved — That  the  pnaciple  of  charging  on  the\ateable  value  of  the  premises 
be  adhered  to,  but  that  Miyfielder  be  instructed  to  enquireSnto  the  circumstances,  and 
report  the  facts  to  the  Committee  before  the  letter  be  replied  toV 

4.  Mr.  Shelf'orffio  letter  of  the  20th  December,  and  the  Sebxetary  of  the  Water 

Company’s  letter^/of  the  10th  January,  are  read.  X. 

5.  (Recommendation  2).  Resolved — That  a copy  of  the  correspondence  be 
printed  ana  issued  to  the  Council,  and  that  the  Council  be  recommended  to  acHmre  to  the 
previcms  resolution  that  no  further  payment  be  made  to  Mr.  Shelford. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reads  his  annual  report  as  follows : — N. 


West  Street,  Chichester, 

27th  January,  1899. 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen,  and 
the  Town  Councillors,  the  Sanitary  Authority 
of  the  City  of  Chichester. 


Gentlemen,  • . 

I beg  respectfully  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Public  Health  of  the  City  for  the 


year  1898. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  has  been  254 — viz. : 126  males  and  128  femalqg,  being  a 


decrease  on  the  year  1897,  which  was  293,  and  estimating  the  population  of  the  City,  with  the  increase 
of  births  over  deaths  to  be  for  the  half-year,  in  round  numbers,  11,250,  and  for  the  whole  year 
(exclusive  of  the  Barracks,  and  of  the  patients  coming  from  beyond  this  district  at  the  West  Sussex 
County  Asylum  and  the  Infirmary)  to  be  11,500;  the  birth-rate  has  been  for  the  first  half-year  236 
per  1000  per  annum,  and  for  the  second  half-year  21-3,  and  for  the  whole  year  22-4 ; that  for  1897 
was  26-4. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  (exclusive  of  the  Barracks,  and  of  the  patients 
coming  from  a distance  at  the  West  Sussex  County  Asylum  and  at  the  Infirmary)  has  been  158 — viz. : 
78  males  and  80  females,  and  consequently  the  number  of  births  exceeds  that  of  the  deaths  by  96, 
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the  same  increase  of  the  population  as  that  of  1897  over  that  of  1896 ; the  deaths  for  the  1st  quarter 
were  51,  with  a death-rate  of  17-7  per  1000,  per  annum,  those  for  the  2nd  quarter  were  29,  with  a 
death-rate  of  10-0,  those  for  the  3rd  quarter  were  38,  with  a death-rate  of  13-2,  those  for  the  4th 
quarter  were  40,  with  a death-rate  of  13.9,  and  that  for  the  whole  year  being  only  13-7  per  1000  per 
annum,  this  being  an  exceedingly  low  rate ; that  for  1897  was  17'5,  and  that  for  1896  was  185,  and 
for  1895  was  14-2.  The  average  death-rate  for  the  33  largest  towns  for  1898  was  19'0,  and  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales,  according  to  the  last  Report,  was  17’4  per  1000,  per  annum. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  ; 


Under  1 year 

... 

...  30 

1 year  and  under  5 years 

...  14 

5 years 

i) 

15  „ 

...  9 

15  „ 

1) 

25  „ 

...  12 

25  „ 

yy 

65  „ 

...  46 

65  „ 

and  upwards 

...  47 

158 


under  5 years 


. 44 


The  deaths  of  persons  between  60  and  70  years  of  age  have  been  20,  those  between  70  and  80 
have  been  20,  and  between  80  and  90  there  were  17,  and  1 at  92  years ; these  making  up  the  number 
of  58  deaths  of  persons  of  60  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

There  were  17  deaths  at  the  Infirmary  during  the  year  of  persons  from  a distance,  4 of  whom 
died  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  12  of  persons  within  the  district,  and  there  were  12  deaths  at  the 
Workhouse,  5 of  them  being  between  60  and  70  years  of  age,  and  5 between  80  and  90,  and  2 infants. 

There  were  29  deaths  during  the  year  at  the  West  Sussex  County  Asylum,  27  of  them  being 
of  persons  coming  from  beyond  this  district,  and  2 from  within  it. 


The  deaths  from  Infectious  and  other  Zymotic  diseases  during  the  year  have  been  29,  as  under : 


Phthisis 

Typhoid  Fever  . . . 
Diarrhoea 
Whooping  Cough 


8 

13 

4 

2 


Erysipelas 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles  . . . 


1 

1 

0 

0—29 


The  Death-rate  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  alone  has  been  13  per  1000,  per  annum ; that  of  1897 
being  1-17. 


There  were  128  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases,  consisting  of  the  following  cases : 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  99,  those  for  1897  being  129,  and  for  1896,  117 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  4,  ,,  „ 7,  ,,  ,,  20 

Diphtheria  ...  5,  ,,  ,,  6,  ,,  ,,  18 

Erysipelas  ...  4,  ,,  „ 4,  ,,  ,,  11 

there  having  been  14  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever  taken  into  the  Infirmary 
from  out-lying  districts,  and  1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever  brought  into  the  City  from  Westbourne. 

There  were  76  houses  affected  in  the  99  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  58  of  which  were  drained,  and 
18  not  drained ; and  44  were  supplied  with  the  Corporation  water,  and  32  with  well  water. 

There  were  101  houses  affected  in  the  129  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  during  1897. 


There  was  a further  visitation  in  the  City  of  Typhoid  Fever  during  the  summer,  commencing  at 
the  end  of  May  and  extending  through  June,  and  gradually  subsiding  in  July  and  the  following  2 
months ; and  it  will  be  observed  that,  although  the  number  of  Notifications  is  30  less  than  those  of 
1897,  the  number  of  deaths  was  greater,  there  having  been  a more  severe  type  of  the  disease  in  many 
instances. 


With  regard  to  cases  of  this  disease  being  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  from  out-lying  districts, 
I may  state  that  I have  lately  had  some  correspondence  with  the  Committee  of  Management,  and 
also  with  the  Westbourne  Rural  District  Council  on  the  subject,  in  which  I emphatically  protested 
against  this  Institution  being  made  the  “ Isolation  Hospital  ” for  the  neighbouring  districts  of  West 
Hampnett  and  Westbourne,  simply  because  they  do  not  provide  one  for  themselves;  the  Infirmary 
being  a general  hospital,  and  intended  for  the  reception  of  all  cases,  medical  and  surgical  alike,  it  is 
very  undesirable  that  Infectious  Diseases  should  be  brought  in  there  from  a distance,  and  I hope  that 
the  result  of  my  remonstrance  will  be  that  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  these  districts  will  see  the 
desirability  of  each  providing  a proper  hospital  for  itself. 
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There  were  35  cases  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  last  year,  28  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  6 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1 of  Diphtheria,  and  there  were  16  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  taken  into  the 
Infirmary  from  within  the  district,  and  4 into  the  Workhouse. 

The  houses  of  all  the  cases  of  Notification  in  the  City  were  promptly  visited  by  me,  and 
instructions  given  in  each  case  for  isolation,  disinfection,  and  in  general  sanitary  arrangements. 

I have  made  upwards  of  140  domiciliary  visits  during  the  year,  with  reference  to  the  Notifications, 
Complaints  of  Nuisances,  &c.,  the  details  of  which  have  been  duly  laid  before  the  Sanitary  Committee 
at  their  monthly  meetings ; and  I have  visited  the  Isolation  Hospital  weekly,  and  often  twice  a week. 

Accompanied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Saunders,  I made  an  inspection  in  July  of  all  the 
Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops  from  which  Milk  is  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  City,  and  the 
result  of  our  investigations  was  laid  before  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  a detailed  report  by  Mr.  Saunders. 

There  have  been  309  fresh  houses  supplied  with  water  from  the  Corporation  Water  Works, 
Raising  the  number  from  1,656  at  the  end  of  1897,  to  1,965  at  the  end  of  1898. 

The  following  table  will  be  studied  with  advantage,  as  relating  to  the  visitation  of  Typhoid  Fever 
in  the  district : 


Estimated  number 
of  Inhabitants, 

Number  of  bouses 
within  the  district, 

Houses  connected 
with  the  water  mains, 

Houses  obtaining 
water  from  wells, 

Houses  connected 
to  the  main  sewers, 

Houses 
with  cesspits, 

11,500 

2,584 

1,965 

619 

2,057 

527 

Number  of  Cases 
of  Typhoid  Never 
Notified, 

Number  of  bouses 
affected  with  the 
Fever, 

Houses  affected, 

Houses  affected, 

Houses  affected, 

Houses  affected, 

99 

76 

44 

32 

58 

18 

Percentage  of  the  ( 
above  numbers  j 

2-49 

5-17 

2-8 

3-4 

I think  from  the  above  tabulated  statement,  it  must  be  apparent  to  the  dullest  intelligence,  that 
the  advice  I have  previously  urged  upon  the  Council,  viz. : “ that  every  house  should  be  properly 
connected  with  the  main  sewers,  and  should  have  the  Corporation  Water  laid  on,”  is  fully  justified, 
as  shown  by  the  percentages  of  the  comparative  immunity  of  the  houses  connected  therewith. 

The  tables  marked  A and  B,  comprising  further  details  in  a tabulated  form  of  the  Births  and 
Deaths,  and  various  diseases,  and  the  Notifications  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  that  have  occurred 
within  the  district  during  the  year  1898,  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  are  completed, 
and  accompany  this  Report. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  again  respectfully  to  urge  upon  the  Town  Council  the  great  necessity  that 
exists  for  the  supply  of  three  public  urinals  for  the  City,  one  somewhere  near  the  Cross,  and  one  each 
at  Northgate  and  Southgate ; and  in  confirmation  of  these  requirements,  I beg  to  lay  before  you  the 
accompanying  letter  I have  received  from  Superintendent  Ellis. 


Police  Station,  Chichestee, 

18 th  August,  1898. 


re  PUBLIC  URINALS. 


Deab  Sik, 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  there  are  frequent  inquiries  from  the  visitors  and  strangers  to 
the  City,  as  to  want  of  the  above  public  conveniences  in  the  streets  of  the  City  of  Chichester, 
and  some  of  these  persons  complain  loudly  that  the  necessities  of  visitors  are  not  studied  in  this 
respect. 

I remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  ELLIS, 


Superintendent  and  D.C.C. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  STURGES  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


7.  Resolved — That  the  Medical  Officer  be  requested  to  communicate  again  with  Dr. 
Kelly,  as  to  the  state  of  the  watercourse  at  Old  Fishbourne,  with  a view  to  its  being 
purified  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
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